Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer – Chapter 1 Civics Investigation
Name: __________________________
Date: __________________________
Chapter: 1

Directions: Answer the questions using complete sentences. For each answer, write the paragraph number(s) where you found the information in Chapter 1.

1. Theo’s Family and the Law
Theo grows up in a family connected to the legal system.
Question: What jobs do Theo’s parents have, and how might their professions influence Theo’s interest in the law?
Paragraph number(s): __________________
Answer:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

2. The Courthouse
Theo loves visiting the courthouse before school.
Question: Why is the courthouse an important place in the town of Strattenburg? Name two things Theo likes about it.
Paragraph number(s): __________________
Answer:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

3. Family Court
Theo visits April Finnemore, who is waiting for her parents’ divorce case.
Question: What important decision must the judge make in April’s family court case?
Paragraph number(s): __________________
Answer:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

4. The Role of a Judge
Theo explains to April how the judge might make the decision about custody.
Question: Why will the judge consider April’s opinion but still make the final decision?
Paragraph number(s): __________________
Answer:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

5. Presumption of Innocence
When Theo talks to Judge Gantry, the judge asks him if he thinks the accused man is guilty.
Question: What important legal principle does Theo mention when answering the judge?
Paragraph number(s): __________________
Answer:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Reflection (Civics Connection)
Why is it important for judges to remain fair and impartial when making decisions in court?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
