WOOD – ONCE ALIVE
Wood is something that was once alive.
It comes from trees, which are living plants.
When a tree is alive, its trunk is made of cells that carry water and nutrients from the roots to the leaves. These cells help the tree grow and stay strong. Over time, as the tree grows, it forms new layers of wood, which you can see as growth rings inside the trunk.
After a tree is cut down, the wood is no longer alive, but it still shows signs that it once was part of a living thing.
Why wood is classified as “once alive”
Wood is considered once alive because:
It came from a living tree.
It was made of living plant cells.
It helped the tree grow, transport water, and stay strong.

It cannot grow, reproduce, or use energy anymore.
Examples of wood objects
These are made from something that was once alive:
Paper
Furniture
Pencils
Wooden houses
Firewood
Simple Classroom Definition
Once alive means something that came from a living organism but is not alive anymore.
Examples: wood, paper, leather, cotton, wool.
Compare Example: Plant vs. Wood vs. Rock
	Item
	Alive, Once Alive, or Never Alive?
	Why?

	Plant
	Alive
	It grows, needs water and sunlight, and makes its own food.

	Wood
	Once Alive
	It came from a tree that was alive, but it no longer grows or needs energy.

	Rock
	Never Alive
	It was never part of a living thing and does not have cells.


Interesting Facts About Wood
• Trees grow one ring of wood each year. Scientists can tell a tree’s age by counting the rings.
• Wood is made mostly of a strong material called cellulose, which helps plants stand upright.
• Wood can float on water.
• Paper is made from tiny wood fibers.
• Some trees can live for hundreds or even thousands of years.
• The oldest known wooden tools made by humans are over 400,000 years old.
• Wood was once part of a living system that helped move water from roots to leaves.
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