Jewish Population and Synagogues in Japan
Japan has a very small Jewish community. The Jewish population is estimated at approximately 1,000–2,000 people. Many members of the community are expatriates living and working in Japan.
Japan has approximately 8–10 synagogues and Jewish prayer centers. Most are located in Tokyo and Kobe, where the largest Jewish communities are found.
Quick Facts
• Jewish population: approximately 1,000–2,000
• Estimated number of synagogues: about 8–10
• Largest Jewish communities: Tokyo and Kobe
• Most Jews in Japan are expatriates
• Japan maintains friendly relations with Israel
Fun Facts
Kobe has had a Jewish community for more than 100 years. During World War II, Japanese diplomat Chiune Sugihara helped thousands of Jewish refugees by issuing transit visas. Today, Japan’s Jewish community remains small but active.
