Human 
Science Investigation: Is a Person Alive?
1️⃣ Characteristics That Apply (YES ✔)

Living things have these characteristics.
Does a person have them?

✔ Made of cells
✔ Grows and develops
✔ Needs food and water
✔ Uses energy
✔ Responds to surroundings
✔ Reproduces
✔ Maintains body systems (breathing, heartbeat)

Students write:

A person is made of cells.
A person grows from a baby to an adult.
A person needs food and water to survive.

2️⃣ Characteristics That Do NOT Apply (NO ✖)

Are there any characteristics of life that do NOT apply?

For a living person:

None — all characteristics apply.

For a deceased person:

Does NOT grow

Does NOT use energy

Does NOT respond to environment

This helps students understand the difference between alive and once alive.

3️⃣ Evidence (How Do We Know?)

Proof:
We see people grow.
We see people eat and drink.
We can measure heartbeat and breathing.
Doctors use tools to check body systems.

4️⃣ Classification Decision
ALIVE

Example:

A living person is classified as ALIVE because they show all the characteristics of life.
If discussing a skeleton:
A human skeleton is ONCE ALIVE because it came from a living person but no longer shows characteristics of life.

5️⃣ Possible Disagreement

Scientific thinking:
Someone might say:

“A robot moves, so it is alive.”
“Fire grows, so it is alive.”

Explaination:
Movement alone does NOT mean alive.
Living things must have ALL characteristics of life.

6️⃣ Final Conclusion

Based on the evidence, a person is classified as ALIVE because all characteristics of life apply.

🧠Challenging  Question 

What about:

A strand of hair?
A tooth?
A statue of a person?
A fossilized bone?

Are they alive, once alive, or never alive?
Classification

✅ A strand of hair → ONCE ALIVE (tricky)
Hair grows from living cells in the scalp, but the strand itself is no longer living.
It came from a living person.

👉 Classification: Once alive

✅ A tooth → ONCE ALIVE (tricky)
A tooth is part of a living body. Even if it falls out, it came from a living organism.

👉 Classification: Once alive

❌ A statue of a person → NEVER ALIVE
A statue may look like a person, but it was made from materials like stone, metal, or plastic and was never living.

👉 Classification: Never alive

✅ A fossilized bone → ONCE ALIVE
A fossil formed from the remains of a living organism long ago.
👉 Classification: Once alive
⭐ Simple rule for students

Ask:
Was it ever part of a living organism?
Does it show characteristics of life now?
If:
Yes before, not now → Once alive
Never living → Never alive
Showing characteristics now → Alive
