Teacher A. Shaposhnikov
PROJECT: Holiday Traditions Around the World – A Global Comparison
Project Introduction
In this project, students will “travel around the world” and explore holiday traditions from TWO different countries.

Students will compare how people from different cultures celebrate important holidays and traditions through:
• Food
• Music
• Clothing
• Decorations
• Religion
• Geography
• Family customs
• Celebrations

Your job is to become an international holiday expert and teach the class about celebrations from around the world!
VISUAL REQUIREMENTS
Your project MUST include:
-Pictures 
- A world map
- Flags of both countries
- Holiday symbols
- Colorful titles and labels

Students may ask Mrs. Shaposhnikov for printed information and pictures.
PROJECT GOAL
Explore world cultures
Learn geography through celebrations
Practice map and globe skills
Compare traditions from different countries
Practice research and presentation skills
Discover similarities and differences between cultures
STEP 1 – USE THE GLOBE OR MAP
Using the classroom globe or world map:
• Find countries that interest you.
• Choose TWO countries from different parts of the world whenever possible.

You may work:
• Individually
OR
• In groups
IMPORTANT
If another student/group already chose the same country:
• You may still use that country,
BUT
• You must choose a DIFFERENT holiday/tradition.

Check the Sign-In Sheet before choosing your countries and holidays.
STEP 2 – CHOOSE TWO HOLIDAYS
Choose:
• ONE holiday/tradition from Country #1
• ONE holiday/tradition from Country #2

Your goal is to COMPARE the two celebrations.
CREATE YOUR OWN PROJECT TITLE
Each student or group must create an ORIGINAL title for the project.

Examples:
• Holidays Across the Globe
• Around the World in Two Celebrations
• Passport to World Traditions
• Holiday Adventures Around the World
• Celebrations Without Borders
• Two Countries, Two Traditions
STEP 3 – CREATE A “WORLD TRAVEL” DISPLAY
Your project should look like a trip around the world.

You may create:
• A poster
• A trifold board
• A world map project
• A suitcase display
• A travel brochure
• A “Holiday Airport” theme
• A “Holiday Cruise Around the World” theme, etc.
STEP 4 – RESEARCH EACH COUNTRY
For EACH country include:

Basic Information
• Country name
• Capital city
• Continent
• Flag
• Map location

Holiday Information
• Name of the holiday
• Date or season celebrated
• Why people celebrate it
• History/background

Traditions
Explain:
• Traditional foods
• Music/dancing
• Decorations
• Clothing/costumes
• Family traditions
• Religious or cultural meaning
• Special activities

Geography Connection
Explain:
• Climate/weather during the holiday
• How geography affects the celebration
• Important cities or landmarks connected to the holiday
STEP 5 – COMPARISON SECTION

At the end of the project compare the two holidays.

Question-Answer style:
• What traditions were similar?
• What traditions were different?
• Which holiday seemed more family-centered?
• Which celebration looked more colorful or energetic?
• How did geography or climate affect the traditions?
• Which holiday would YOU most like to celebrate and why?
IMPORTANT
If writing by hand:
• Use PEN
• NO pencil
STEP 6 – CREATIVE ELEMENT
• 3D model -optional
• Traditional costume drawing/picture
• Mini food model/picture
• Souvenir/ticket/passport
• Holiday ornament
• Cultural artifact
• Boarding pass/travel ticket design
STEP 7 – PRESENTATION

During the presentation:
• Speak, don’t read
• Explain traditions
• Show visuals
• Compare both countries
• Teach interesting facts
STEP 8 – CREATE A QUIZ
Create:
• 10 Multiple Choice Questions
• Answer Key

Questions must come from your presentation.
MATERIALS
Poster board/project paper
Markers/colored pencils
Glue/tape
Information
Printed pictures
Construction paper
Decorations

PASSPORT INSTRUCTIONS

PAGE 1 – PERSONAL INFORMATION
Include:
 First and Last Name
Grade Level
Teacher: Mrs. Shaposhnikov

Additional decorations or information are optional.

PAGE 2 – BOTH COUNTRIES OF YOUR CHOICE  
Include:
• Name of the countries
• Capital cities
• Draw the countries’ flag
• Name of the holidays/traditions
• Important information in bullet points

STARTING WITH PAGE 3:
-Take notes during the presentations of the other groups. 
-For each presentation, write the name of the country, the capital city, and draw the country’s flag. 
-Then, in bullet points, write down the important information from the presentation, including holiday traditions, foods, decorations, geography facts, and other interesting details.

You MAY use your notes from the passport during the quizzes.
FINAL MESSAGE 

Get ready to travel around the world through holidays, traditions, food, music, and culture!

Your project should be:
• Educational
• Creative
• Colorful
• Organized
• Fun to present

Become a world traveler without leaving the classroom!
