Chains – Chapter 1 (Homework)
Grade 6 – History & Geography Homework
Instructions:
• You do NOT need the book.
• Read the summary below.
• Answer all questions in complete sentences.
• Focus on HISTORY and GEOGRAPHY.

Chapter 1 – Student-Friendly Summary
Chapter 1 of the novel Chains takes place in New York City in the year 1776, during the time of the American Revolution. The main character, Isabel, is an enslaved African American girl who lives with her younger sister, Ruth. They are owned by a woman named Miss Mary Finch.

Isabel hopes that she and her sister will be freed, because their former owner promised them freedom. However, Miss Mary does not free them and instead plans to sell them. This chapter shows that enslaved people had very little control over their lives.

The setting of the story is important because New York City is divided during the Revolutionary War. Some people support the British, while others support the Patriots. This conflict affects everyone living in the city, including enslaved people like Isabel.
Homework – Based on Chapter 1
Part A – Geography
1. In which city and colony/state does Chapter 1 take place?
_________________________________________________________

2. Why was New York City an important place during the American Revolution?
_________________________________________________________

Part B – History
3. In what year does Chapter 1 take place?
_________________________________________________________

4. What was slavery, and how does Chapter 1 show what life was like for enslaved people?
_________________________________________________________

Part C – Cause and Effect (History)
5. What promise was made to Isabel and Ruth, and what actually happened instead?
_________________________________________________________

6. How does the Revolutionary War affect the setting and people in Chapter 1?
_________________________________________________________

