Teacher A. Shaposhnikov

                                          Chains
			By Laurie Halse Anderson
			 CHAPTER 1 ACTIVITIES
HOW TO USE THIS ACTIVITIES PACKET (READ FIRST)
This packet goes with Chapter 1 (pages 3–7) of “Chains.”
You will not do everything at once.
Some activities may be completed with one partner.
Even when working with a partner, each student must write their own answers.
Stay seated and work calmly.
This is a History + Geography lesson, not an English essay.
MIND YOUR GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION, CAPITALIZATION, AND HANDWRITING!

Chapter 1 – Reading Activities
Activity 1: First Impressions (Individually)

After reading Chapter 1:
1. Who is the main character?

2. What important event happens in this chapter?


3. Write one sentence describing how the chapter made you feel.
****************************************************************************************
Activity 2: Vocabulary in Context (Individually)

Find the meaning of the words using the context of the chapter.

1. Enslaved
2. Auction
3. Master

Write a short sentence for each word based on how it is used in the story.


Activity 3: Character Feelings and Evidence (Individually)

1. How does Isabel feel at the beginning of Chapter 1?

2. Copy one sentence or detail from the chapter that shows her feelings.



3. Explain why this moment is important.




Activity 4: Cause and Effect in the Story (In a group of two)

1. What causes Isabel and Ruth to be sold?

2. What happens as a result?

After discussing, each student writes their own answers.





Activity 5: Reading Reflection (Individually)
Write 4–5 complete sentences.
1. What is one moment in Chapter 1 that stood out to you?






2. Why do you think the author began the novel this way?

 


	This is a History + Geography lesson, not an English essay.
 
Enslavement in Colonial America (History)
Activity 1: Enslavement in Colonial America (Individually)

Chapter 1 introduces the idea of slavery in colonial society.

1. Write three facts you learn from Chapter 1 about the lives of enslaved people.




2. For each fact, write one sentence explaining what it shows about colonial society.
Sentence starter:
This shows that enslaved people were…
 





Activity 2: Geography & Daily Life (Individually)
Geography affected how people lived in colonial America.
Use at least one detail from Chapter 1 in your answer.
1. What types of work did enslaved people often do in colonies like the one in the story?


2. How might the location of the colony (near water, farms, or towns) influence this work?



 










Power and Society in the Colonies
Activity 3: Who Had Power in Colonial Society?
In a group of two
Chapter 1 shows that not everyone had the same rights.
1. With your partner, list who had power in colonial society and who had no power.



2. Discuss how the chapter shows this difference.
After discussing, each student writes their own paragraph (minimum three sentences) explaining the power structure.






 




Activity 4: Thinking Like a Historian (Individually)
Historians use stories to understand the past.
Write minimum three complete sentences.
1. What does Chapter 1 teach us about slavery in colonial America?



2. Why is a story like Chains useful for learning history, not just fiction?



 
Activity 5: Geography Reflection (Individually)
Imagine Isabel lived in a different colony.

1. Choose one: a New England colony or a Southern colony.
2. Explain how her daily life might be different and how geography could change her work or treatment.
