Chains Chapter 6 Summary and Questions 
Summary
In Chapter 6, Isabel follows the boy, Curzon, through the busy streets of New York City. At first she is upset because he walks too quickly and almost leaves her behind. They stop near a tavern and argue, but soon calm down and apologize to each other. Curzon brings Isabel to a small courtyard where he shares warm bread with her because she is hungry. During their conversation, Isabel explains that she and her sister Ruth were recently bought by the Locktons. Curzon tells her that Mr. Lockton is a Loyalist, someone who supports the King of England. He explains that many people in New York are choosing sides between the Loyalists and the Patriots who want independence from Britain.

Curzon asks Isabel to help the Patriots by listening to conversations in the Lockton household and telling him if she hears anything important about British troops or Loyalist plans. This would make her a spy. Isabel is frightened because she knows she could be punished if she is discovered. However, Curzon promises that the Patriots might help her find the lawyer who has the will that could free her and Ruth. Isabel is unsure whether she should trust him. She decides it is too dangerous and refuses, saying her main responsibility is protecting her sister Ruth.
Comprehension Questions
1. Where does Curzon take Isabel after leaving the waterfront?
2. Why does Curzon give Isabel bread to eat? What does this show about him?
3. What important information does Curzon tell Isabel about Mr. Lockton?
4. What does Curzon ask Isabel to do for the Patriots?
5. Why does Curzon think Isabel could be a good spy?
6. Why is Isabel afraid to agree to Curzon’s plan?
7. What promise makes Isabel think about Curzon’s offer more seriously?
8. What is Isabel’s main concern when she decides not to help Curzon?
9. What does this chapter show about life for enslaved people during the American Revolution?
10. Do you think Isabel made the right decision? Explain your answer in 2–3 sentences.
